
Board of directors welcoming Cornelius Green to 
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Thank you from scholarship 

recipient Marissa Oquendo 

Pay It Forward 
 
Welcome alumni and friends to 2019. The 

Ohio State University Alumni Club of the 

Historic Triangle was chartered in May of 

2010. In our first Across the Field I 

discussed the importance of membership 

involvement. I am thankful to our board 

members and committee chairs for their 

continued support and to all members for 

bringing enthusiasm to our events. The 

events we plan throughout the year are in 

direct reference to guidelines developed 

by the alumni association. Wanting to be 

known for more than a boisterous group 

during football season we have several 

events planned for the upcoming months 

that I hope you’ll support. I’ll be emailing 

more information on those events. 

Further, please consider supporting one 

of our committees. We aren’t looking for a 

lot of your time, but rather to spread the 

organization of our club to a few more 

members as well as develop new ideas 

for fellowship in support of Ohio State.  

This is what Woody meant by “paying it 

forward.”  

 

Programs  Membership 

Student Recruitment Communications 

Community Service Fundraising 

 

Yours in Scarlet & Gray, 

Rick Lodwick 

 

 
 

           
www.facebook.com/OSUHistoricTriangle/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
How Our History Continues to 
Affect Us 
Sunday, January 13 & 20, 2019 
2:30pm-5pm 
Bruton Heights School Lane 
Auditorium 

Sync Swim Host 
Saturday, February 9, 2019 
Join us at the home of Tom and 
Cindy Gillman as we host the 
synchronized swim team for 
dinner as they travel to Virginia, 
swimming against the College of 
William & Mary Sunday morning. 
 
Highway Clean-Up 
April 2019, TBD 
In response to OSU’s “Month of 
Service” we’ll pick up litter along 
Rt. 5 in Charles City next to the 
bike trail. More details to follow. 
 
Buck I Serve 
May 2019, TBD 
Students from OSU will be 
returning to Williamsburg, 
volunteering at York River State 
Park. Details pending. 
 

In May we welcomed Ohio State great 
Corny Green for our charter day 
program. Corny’s career highlights 
include 2x All-Big-10 (1974, 1975), All-
American (1975), Big 10 Conference 
MVP (1975), Rose Bowl MVP (1974) 
and Hula Bowl MVP (1976). Corny was 
the first African-American to play 
quarterback at Ohio State and has been 
a mentor to those that have followed 
after him. We enjoyed hearing his 
stories about playing for Woody and his 
teammates, including two-time Heisman 
Trophy winner and best-friend Archie 
Griffin. 

Across the Field 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiCvLfcqOPfAhXVHTQIHYyfDHkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.iconfinder.com/icons/63289/ball_facebook_icon&psig=AOvVaw1E1c_QAjBK6egSNTjfTTHB&ust=1547213225291222


  

            The cheers for Ohio State University’s victory in this year’s Rose Bowl game contrast with the jeers 

when OSU once rejected an invitation to play in the New Year’s Day football classic. 

            The year was 1961. The Buckeyes under coach Woody Hayes began the season with a 

disappointing 7 to 7 tie with Texas Christian University. But the Scarlet and Gray rebounded by winning 

all of its eight remaining games and the Big Ten championship led by All-American fullback Bob 

Ferguson. The Buckeyes capped off the season by drubbing Michigan 50 to 20 at Ann Arbor. Coach Hayes 

rubbed it in by going for two points after the final touchdown instead of just kicking the extra point. 

            In the polls, Ohio State was named the national football champion. OSU was invited to play in the 

Rose Bowl in Pasadena, Cal., against the Pacific Coast Conference champion UCLA. But final approval 

was up to the Ohio State Faculty Council, which in a stunning action voted 28 to 25 to reject the invitation. 

One reason: Ohio State was becoming “a football school” to the detriment of academics. 

            News of the vote set off student protests across campus. “Ohio State to the Rose Bowl, Faculty 

Council to the Toilet Bowl,” read one sign. That night protesters marched from the campus to downtown 

Columbus. As a reporter on the student newspaper the Lantern, I was assigned to go with them. When the 

mob approached downtown, the police were waiting. But they didn’t try to stop us. They waved us on. 

They wanted OSU to go to the Rose Bowl, too. 

            The protests continued a second night but grew unruly. Demonstrators broke a glass door at the 

Faculty Club. Police finally blocked the campus entrance.  Coach Hayes sent star linebacker Mike Ingram 

to calm the situation. Talking over a police loudspeaker, Ingram urged the crowd, “Go home. If we can 

accept the decision, so can you.” 

            The debate over football versus academics continued in the Lantern for weeks. The next time Ohio 

State won the Big Ten title in 1968, OSU accepted a Rose Bowl bid and beat the University of Southern 

California 27 to 16. Since then the Buckeyes have played in the Rose Bowl 10 times, winning four of the 

games. 

            Academics at Ohio State meantime have risen to high levels. Some observers say the rise began after 

OSU took a stand against the domination of big-time football and refused to send its team to the Rose Bowl. 
 

            Ron Shafer of Williamsburg is a 1962 graduate of Ohio State, where he was editor-in-chief of the 

Lantern. He was a reporter and editor at the Wall Street Journal for 38 years. He was nominated for the 

Pulitzer Prize in 1990. 
 
 

WHEN OHIO STATE SNUBBED THE ROSE BOWL  By Ron Shafer 

A message from our scholarship recipient 
 

     This first semester in Columbus has been one of many opportunities and experiences. As an Anthropology and 

Criminology double major in the Honors College of Arts & Sciences, the coursework has been a challenging dive into my 

college career. I am proud to say that I left this first semester, after many study sessions in the Taylor Tower study rooms 

and Thompson Library, with A’s in all of my courses.  At the same time, I have already formed many friendships that are 

sure to be lifelong. I have become great friends with my roommate, from Williamsburg, Ohio coincidentally, in addition 

to many others from Candlelight Yoga at the North Recreation Center, Knitting and Crafting Club, and Taylor Tower Hall 

Council where I serve as the executive board member for the Sustainability Committee. 

     In addition to being involved with these clubs and organizations on campus, I have spent this past semester 

volunteering at Broad Street Achievement Afterschool Program working with school age children. At this program 

volunteers help children with homework, supervise recreational time, and aid in preparing healthy evening meals for the 

children.  

     And of course, there are the football games! I was lucky enough to attend the Rutgers and Nebraska games—both of 

which the Buckeyes won at no surprise to me. 

     Looking ahead, I am excited and prepared to be back on campus for the Spring semester. From late night studying 

sessions with my friends to taking classes at the RPAC and North Recreation Center, I am confident that this next 

semester will be one of immense opportunity and of course, supporting our Buckeyes in any and all ways.  

 

Thank you for providing me the assistance to attend Ohio State! Go Bucks! 

Marissa Oquendo 
 


